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* Generation time: 3.5 days

+ Brood size: 300 (1 mother — 300 babies)

* Survives > 40 years at — 80°C

« 100 adults or 10° larvae fit on a 6 cm plate

+ Self-fertile hermaphrodite (MHEEHAT. BRZH T 5)
« 302 identifiable neurons (among 976 cells)

+ 105 MB simple genome (3,000 MB in human)

+ Yet plenty of genes (> 20,000 genes)
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Found a condition where metformin killed the wild type model animal C. elegans

|

Introduced random mutations to the animals

|

Treated the mutants with metformin and isolated a mutant resistant to metformin

l

The mutant lacks the protein that metformin acts on
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Identified the gene as an endosomal Na+/H+exchanger
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